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SUBJ: ESTABLISHMENT OF MARKET ANALYSIS UNITS 
REF: STATE 234462 

1. EMBASSY RECOMMENDS AGAINST ESTABLISHMENT MAU AT THIS TIME. 

2. REFTEL REQUIRES THAT AT LEAST ONE PERSON BE ASSIGNED 
FULL-TIME MARKET ANALYSIS DUTIES. SANTIAGO CAP 
(SANTIAGO 6158) OUTLINES MARKET ANALYSIS EFFORTS IN 
WHICH WE ENGAGED. WE ESTIMATE THIS WILL OCCUPY 50 PER- 
CENT ONE FSL'S TIME AND 30 PERCENT ONE OFFICER'S. 

INCREASED RESEARCH TIME NOT AVAILABLE GIVEN (A) COMMERCIAL 
STAFF OF ONLY TWO OFFICERS AND THREE FSL POSITIONS: 

(B) RAPIDLY RISING LEVEL OF REQUESTS FOR INFORMATION AND 
ASSISTANCE FROM U.S. EXPORTERS/INVESTORS AND CHILEAN 
IMPORTERS: AND (C) RELATIVELY HEAVY OPIC WORKLOAD. 

3. TO ASSIGN FULL-TIME PERSON TO MAU WOULD REQUIRE 

KEEPING ONE OFFICER POSITION CURRENTLY MARKED FOR ELIMINATION 
(20-084). EMBASSY, HOWEVER, OF OPINION THAT INCREASED 
RESEARCH ACCOMPLISHED PROBABLY WOULD NOT YIELD JUSTIFIABLE 
RETURN AT THIS TIME. CHILEAN IMPORT NEEDS ARE LARGE AND 
FAIRLY OBVIOUS, AND IT UNILIKELY THAT NON- VITAL SECTORS (PRESUMABLY 
THOSE MOST LIKELY TO BE DISCOVERED BY INCREASED RESEARCH) 

WILL BE IMPORTANT IMPORTERS IN NEAR FUTURE. IN ADDITION, 

IT APPARENT THAT LONG-TERM CREDITS, NOT RESEARCH OR MARKETING, 
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MAKING THEM AVAILABLE. 

4. IF DEPT ACCEPTS ABOVE RATIONALE, EMBASSY WILL KEEP ESTABLISHMENT 
OF MAU UNDER CONSIDERATION, PENDING FUTURE DEVELOPMENTS IN CHILE 
AN ECONOMIC SITUATION. 

THOMPSON 
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